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1. Introduction 
The Maulden Green Infrastructure Plan has been produced as part of the development of a Neighbourhood 
Plan for the parish of Maulden. It has been produced by the Greensand Trust, a local environmental charity 
that works with local communities and landowners to conserve and enhance the landscape, wildlife and history 
of the area. At the heart of the Trust’s work is the belief that the best results are achieved by empowering local 
communities, giving them a say in issues that affect them. The Greensand Trust has a wealth of experience in 
facilitating community consultation and significant knowledge of the local area.   
 
 
1.1 The Parish of Maulden 
The parish of Maulden is located within Central Bedfordshire, seven miles south of Bedford and immediately to 
the east of Ampthill (see Map 1: Context).  It covers an area of 1,060ha lying on the southern slope of the 
Greensand Ridge, stretching down from the plateau of the ridgeline to the River Flit in the south.  Maulden has 
a population of 3,130 (Office for National Statistics, 2011 Census). 
 
The parish is bordered by the parishes of Ampthill, Houghton Conquest, Haynes, Clophill, Silsoe, Flitton & 
Greenfield and Flitwick.  
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2. Green Infrastructure 
 
2.1 Definition of Green Infrastructure 
 
The Bedfordshire Local Nature Partnership (formerly the Bedfordshire and Luton Green Infrastructure 
Consortium) has defined Green Infrastructure as “the network of green spaces, access routes, wildlife 
habitats, landscapes and historic features which provide: 
 

 a healthy and diverse environment  

 attractive places to live and visit 

 a good quality of life  

 a sustainable future” 
 

Green infrastructure assets include: 
 

 Accessible Greenspace 

 Country Parks  

 Green corridors 

 Urban parks and gardens 

 Orchards 

 Habitats for wildlife including nature reserves, Sites of Special Scientific Interest and County Wildlife Sites 

 Historic parks and gardens and historic landscapes 

 Scheduled Monuments 

 Waterways and water bodies, including flooded quarries 

 Public rights of way and cycleways  

 Allotments 

 Children’s play spaces 

 Formal sports facilities  

 Cemeteries 
 

2.2 Green Infrastructure Planning 
 
It is important to plan the green infrastructure network in the same way that we plan other networks and 
facilities, so that we can safeguard and enhance the environment and meet the needs of a wide range of 
people, both now and in the future.  Green infrastructure also provides social and economic benefits, 
including: 
 

 Places that can be used as a focus for community activities and events 

 Opportunities to keep fit and healthy 

 Support to the local economy, including village shops, pubs and B&Bs 

 Links between town and country helping people in rural areas access facilities  

 Support to reduce the use of cars 
 

In Bedfordshire, Green Infrastructure planning has taken place at three different levels within an established 
hierarchy: 
 

 The ‘Strategic’: The Bedfordshire and Luton Strategic GI Plan (2007); 

 The ‘District’: e.g. The Mid Bedfordshire GI Plan (2008); and 

 The ‘Local’ – Parish GI Plans 
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2.3 What is a Parish GI Plan? 
 
Aim of this Plan: 
 
To identify the key existing natural, historic, cultural and landscape assets, accessible greenspace and rights of 
way and to plan new features that will provide a connected network of green infrastructure for the benefit of 
present and future generations. 
 
Objectives: 
 
To create a comprehensive document that will assist the local community to:  

 Protect and where possible enhance the landscape, biodiversity and historic environment 

 Improve access and links for people and wildlife  

 Provide a multi-functional green infrastructure network 

 Provide a source of information and guidance for planners, landowners and developers in formulating land use 
plans, including policy recommendations and spatial information to inform the Neighbourhood Plan 

 Identify potential sites to be considered for designation as Local Green Spaces (LGS) 

 Promote community involvement 

 Identify projects and produce an action plan to implement projects. 

 
2.4 How does it achieve this? 
 
The Parish Green Infrastructure Plan provides a baseline of existing information under four themes: 
 

 Landscape 

 Biodiversity 

 Historic Environment 

 Access and Open Space 
 
It goes on to capture aspirations and proposals to enhance the local green infrastructure ‘network’, 
communicated by members of the local community via a range of consultation activities and events.  These 
aspirations and proposals include priorities to maintain, enhance or restore existing assets and create new 
green infrastructure to improve the green infrastructure network. It also illustrates those aspirations that the 
community feels most strongly about, via a process of project prioritisation. 
 
The plan as a whole is based on a robust approach to making and implementing a high quality green 
infrastructure network for the existing and future residents of Maulden. It should be acknowledged that not all 
of the aspirations identified will be delivered, because there are many other influencing factors, such as the 
views of landowners, existing planning permissions and allocations, potential future land use allocations and 
the costs of enhancements. The value of the plan lies in the fact that it has been produced by local residents 
for their own community.  
 
2.5 How the Parish GI Plan fits with the Neighbourhood Plan 
 
The Localism Act (2011) introduced new rights and powers to allow local communities to shape new 
development by coming together to prepare Neighbourhood Plans.  Neighbourhood planning provides a 
powerful set of tools for local people to ensure they get the right types of development for their community. 
Using these new tools, communities are able to: 
 

 choose where they want new homes, shops and offices to be built 

 have their say on what those new buildings should look like 

 grant planning permission for the new buildings they want to see go ahead 
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The Neighbourhood Plan will need to demonstrate that it is in conformity with the plans set out by the Local 
Planning Authority (Central Bedfordshire Council’s Local Plan is expected to be adopted in 2018) and the 
National Planning Policy Framework (2012). 
 
This Green Infrastructure Plan will act as a ‘stand-alone’ document, but will also inform the Neighbourhood 
Plan for Maulden through policy recommendations, identifying projects and providing spatial information.  
Neighbourhood Plans can identify the type and location of development the parish would consider acceptable. 
The Neighbourhood Plan has to be independently assessed for conformity by an examiner, and then go 
through a public referendum – if it passes both it can be adopted through a Neighbourhood Development 
Order that gives it statutory basis within the local development plan documents. 
 
The evidence base for Neighbourhood Plans needs to be robust, and must include GI in terms of existing 
assets and aspirations for the future.  There is a risk that if a Neighbourhood Plan is not robust enough then 
poor quality/badly located development will happen. Parish GI Plans neatly provide useful evidence of local 
aspirations in a spatial context at a scale that is meaningful.  
 
2.6 How the Parish Green Infrastructure plan fits with Strategic and District GI Plans 
The Parish GI Plan complements, but does not necessarily completely reflect, the Strategic and District GI 
Plans. All GI planning is derived from the same GIS-based background information, albeit at different scales. 
The important difference is that district and strategic GI plan aspirations are drawn from a process of 
integrating multiple aspirations from different professional stakeholders, while Parish GI plans reflect the 
aspirations of the local community. Much of the time the local aspirations fit within the broader, more strategic 
aspirations of other GI plans, but occasionally they will not - often because the local community are not aware 
of the broader strategic aspirations. This is neither a problem nor a flaw, but does point to the importance of 
dialogue between the strategic and local levels.  
 
2.7 How the Parish GI Plan fits with other Parish GI Plans 
The spatial scope of the Green Infrastructure Plan for Maulden covers the administrative area of Maulden 
Parish Council. However, the way in which the local environment is used is not bounded by administrative 
delineations, and in some cases, important aspirations and assets will be identified by communities outside 
their own administrative boundary. These aspirations may or may not be shared by communities from the 
adjacent town or parish. In parishes without a Parish GI Plan or Neighbourhood Plan, assets may have been 
identified by an adjacent parish. These cannot be considered comprehensive, and have not necessarily been 
endorsed or agreed. Neither can a lack of assets or aspirations identified through an adjoining plan be implied 
to suggest that there are no important assets or aspirations to improve the local area.  
 
One of the projects identified in this plan, along with the proposed GI Network, goes beyond the Plan 
‘boundary’.  Information on these elements will be shared with adjoining parishes, several of which are also 
undertaking a Neighbourhood Plan and GI Plan at the same time (though not to the same timetable).   
 
 
2.8 How the Parish GI Plan can be used.... 

 
…..by the community 
The GI Plan is not a tool to prevent development, but to better inform decision making and help secure 
resources.  It identifies what is important to the community, and what they would like to see improved to 
enhance the green infrastructure network. The plan can be used to support funding bids to help communities 
make improvements to their local environment. It also provides a snapshot of the local environment at the time 
of producing the plan.  
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Projects identified within Neighbourhood (and Parish GI) Plans will also be well-placed to receive funding via 
Section 106 agreements (relating to development). 
 
….by the Local Planning Authority 
The GI Plan can be used to inform planning decisions, as a standalone plan and also via the Neighbourhood 
Plan. The information can be used in pre-application discussions with developers, and to help evaluate 
submitted planning applications. The plan can also identify where financial benefits from development could be 
directed.  
 
The GI Plan can also provide information to inform the Local Planning process.  Central Bedfordshire Council 
is currently developing its Local Plan for the period to 2035. The Council is supportive of designating Local 
Green Spaces through Neighbourhood Plans. 
 
….by developers  
Developers can use the information contained within the GI Plan to identify important assets and aspirations 
for improvement, and consider how these could be integrated with, and delivered through, development 
proposals.  
 
 
 

3. Methodology 
 
A methodology for the production of Parish Green Infrastructure Plans was developed in 2007 and 2008 by the 
Parish Green Infrastructure Plan Working Group and endorsed by the Bedfordshire & Luton Green 
Infrastructure Consortium.   
 
This standard methodology was adopted by Central Bedfordshire Council to produce 20 commissioned GI 
Plans in 2010.  Since then this methodology has been amended to fit with the Neighbourhood Planning 
processes, but the essential principles remain the same: 
 

 

 Analysis of baseline information (maps and associated information) 

 Two rounds of public consultation (minimum) 

 Production of a draft GI Plan including analysis of baseline information and an initial projects list 
informed by initial consultation. 

 The second round of consultation provides an opportunity to comment on the draft GI Plan and 
prioritise projects suggested in the first round 

 One of the rounds of consultation should provide the opportunity for the entire community to be 
involved (minimum) 

 Once the above is completed a final version is produced and endorsed by the relevant parish council 
(and Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group if appropriate) and Central Bedfordshire Council 

 

 
 
4. Community Consultation 
 
Consultation on the production of this plan was carried out over the first three months of 2018.  A summary of 
the community involvement activity is shown in Table 1.  This is in addition to Neighbourhood Plan Steering 
Group meetings or public/special focus group meetings for the Neighbourhood Plan.   Appendix 1 provides a 
complete summary of the consultation activity and further detail of the methodology.   
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Table 1: Community Involvement  
 

Method of 
community 
involvement 

Date Details Attendance/
response 

Workshop – 
Maulden 
Village Hall 

23rd January 
2018 

 Advertised on estate agent type boards around 
parish, posters and on Maulden Voice 
Facebook page 

 Facilitated workshop with GST staff and 
members of NP Environment Group with large 
maps for recording favourite places, views and 
walks, issues and potential projects  
 

 
149 

Questionnaire 
– paper and 
on-line 

23rd January – 
6th February 
2018 

 Distributed at 23rd Jan workshop 

 Available on-line via Survey Monkey – links 
from Maulden Voice and GST website 

 Questions on a range of GI and environmental 
issues 
 

 
212 

Maulden 
Lower School 
– class activity  

30th January 
2018 

 Years 3 and 4 (7,8 and 9 year-olds) 

 ‘Your favourite green space’ activity 

 
52 

Drop-in 
session – 
Maulden 
Village Hall 

5th March 2018  Advertised on estate agent type boards around 
parish and on Maulden Voice 

 Drop-in session with GST staff and members of 
NP Environment Group on draft policies and 
potential projects 
 

 
32 

Project Priority 
Questionnaire 
– paper and 
on-line 

5th - 25th March 
2018 

 Distributed at 5th March meeting 

 Available on-line via Survey Monkey – links 
from Maulden Voice and GST website 

 
74 

 

 
 
 
5. Thematic Information 
 
For the purpose of community-level GI planning, Green Infrastructure has been divided into four themes as 
noted above: 
 

 Landscape  

 Biodiversity  

 Historic Environment 

 Access, Open Space and Recreation.   

This approach allows the different elements of green infrastructure to be considered individually in detail as 
well as part of the integrated GI ‘network’.  Each element is described individually below and recommendations 
given for policies to be included in the Neighbourhood Plan.  These have been developed through analysis of 
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the baseline information and the input and feedback of the local community through the various consultation 
methods outlined above.  The March 2018 drop-in session included the opportunity for people to comment on 
(and influence) these proposed recommendations. 
 
 
 
5.1 Landscape 
 
The landscape of Maulden is very varied and predominantly rural.  The north of the parish lies on the plateau 
of the Greensand Ridge which is capped by boulder clay.  To the south of this stretches the undulating sandy 
slope of the ridge with its distinctive small valleys, some of which have small water courses, others being 
normally dry but channelling run-off water after heavy rain.  South of the main village are the flat lands of the 
river valley with their soils of river deposits and peat.  This is a broad area at the western end of the parish but 
narrows to the east as it approaches Clophill.  Map 2: Landscape illustrates this topography, showing the 
contours within the parish and the flood zone of the Flit (the area with a 1% chance of flooding). 
 
The main village lies along the old east-west road from Ampthill to Clophill on the sheltered southern slope of 
the Ridge, above the formerly wetter lands of the Flit’s floodplain.  Maulden is distinctive in comprising a 
number of ‘Ends’ in addition to the main village.  Although there has been much infilling over the years, several 
of these can still be seen as separate small settlements – for example Green End, Hall End and Water End.  
Central Bedfordshire Council’s Pre-submission Local Plan proposes designating two areas in Maulden as 
Important Countryside Gaps – these are illustrated on Map 2.  There are also scattered farms throughout the 
parish.   
 
The Central Bedfordshire Landscape Character Assessment (2015) provides more detail on the landscape 
types represented within the parish.  These are 6B – Mid Greensand Ridge and 7A – Flit Greensand Valley.  
For each the landscape is described and evaluated, sensitivities noted and guidelines for development given.  
The document is available on the Central Bedfordshire Council website. 
 
Two major transport routes run through the parish; the A6 forms much of the eastern parish boundary while 
the A507 cuts through the southern end of the parish. 
 
The Green Belt covers the land in the west of the parish which separates Maulden from Ampthill.  This area is 
shown on Map 2 – its exact boundary can be found on maps on the Central Bedfordshire Council website at 
http://my.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/ .   
 
Consultation showed that the five favourite views in the parish are –  
 

1. South over Duck End/allotments from village (14% of respondents) 
2. Within Maulden Woods – woods, fields and new heathland (12%) 
3. South over valley from southern edge of Maulden Wood/footpath between Old Farm and Church 

Meadow (10%) 
4. South over village from churchyard (9%) 
5. West across fields behind Flitwick Road (8%) 

 
The locations of these views are marked approximately on Map 2.   

http://my.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/
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5.1.1 Landscape Policy Recommendations 
 
It is recommended that these policies are incorporated into the Neighbourhood Plan: 
 

 Protect open views  

 Protect woodland edges 

 Ensure protection of distinctiveness of the different ‘Ends’ of the village 

 Ensure any development contributes to reducing issues with surface water and flooding 

 
 
 
5.2 Biodiversity 
 
The varied geology and topography of Maulden mean that it is home to a diverse range of species and 
habitats.  Many of these are highly significant in a national or local context – in fact 15% of the area of the 
parish is of national importance for its wildlife.  This comprises Maulden’s three Sites of Special Scientific 
Interest (SSSI) – Maulden Wood & Pennyfather’s Hills, Maulden Heath and Maulden Church Meadow.  
Recognised as of local importance are the County Wildlife Sites (CWS) of Duck End Marshy Grassland, 
Montague Wood, the River Flit and the Flit Valley and the Roadside Verge Nature Reserve (RVNR) along the 
A6 at Deadman’s Hill. 
 
A 2007 preliminary report on Important Arable Plant Areas in Bedfordshire found that the 1km square centred 
on the Duck End/allotment area (TL 0537) was of national importance for the species that had been recorded 
there.  Two other 1km squares (TL 0638 and TL 0436) were of local importance. 
 
A number of legally protected species are found in the parish - otters, hazel dormice, great-crested newts, 
barn owls and badgers – and there are many other species that are unusual or interesting – for example the 
ancient woodland plants of Maulden Wood and the rare wetland plants and dragonflies of Duck End. 
 
Map 3: Biodiversity shows the location of designated sites, important habitats and opportunities to enhance 
wildlife in Maulden.  Traditional orchards are also shown as they are increasingly being recognised as being of 
importance for their biodiversity and cultural interest.  Knowledge of their locations and the varieties of fruit 
present is still incomplete and research is currently being carried out through the ‘Orchards East’ project to 
improve knowledge of this important resource locally. The findings of this project should be fed into any future 
iterations of this plan. 
 
The Biodiversity Opportunity Network was developed in 2006 by the Beds & Luton Biodiversity Forum to 
highlight areas where biodiversity enhancements would be most beneficial. The aim is to buffer and link 
existing wildlife rich areas, creating a landscape through which species can move. This will make populations 
more sustainable and help them to respond to climate change. Within the network there is a range of options 
which would benefit biodiversity, from creating new habitats to improving existing hedgerows.  
 
The Greensand Ridge has been recognised as a Nature Improvement Area by Central Bedfordshire Council 
because of its important existing habitats and the longer-term potential to create networks and corridors at a 
landscape-scale.  This means that any developments are expected to result in a net gain in biodiversity.  The 
NIA covers the whole of the parish of Maulden.  
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5.2.1 Biodiversity Policy Recommendations 
 
It is recommended that these policies are incorporated into the Neighbourhood Plan: 
 

 Protect and enhance important wildlife sites, buffering and linking key sites where possible 

 Protect and enhance biodiversity networks, ensuring any development results in a net gain in 
biodiversity in the parish 

 Raise awareness of local biodiversity 
 

 

 
 
5.3 The Historic Environment 
 

Maulden has a rich heritage, evidence of which can be seen throughout the parish.  Map 4: Historic 
Environment shows the location of the nationally important Scheduled Monument at Bolebec Farm (a 
medieval moated enclosure with associated platforms and enclosures), the village’s Conservation Area, its 
Listed Buildings and all those features included on the county’s Historic Environment Record (HER).  The key 
to the map is given in Table 2. 

 
Prehistoric flints and signs of late Iron Age and Roman occupation have been found in the south of the parish.  
The core of the main village, and the settlement of Green End, have medieval origins, and there are numerous 
other traces of the medieval period scattered round the parish -  from moated enclosures such as Bolebec, 
and that at South Limbersey, to traces of former rural land use such as ridge and furrow, a possible rabbit 
warren and ancient woodbanks. In the south of the parish there are still a number of old traditional farm 
buildings such as onion drying sheds as reminders of Maulden’s more recent agricultural/market gardening 
past. 
 
There are numerous old clay and sand pits throughout the parish.  Some of these sandpits are likely to be the 
source of the sandstone used locally in walls and old buildings.  A 2015 audit of minor sandstone structures 
along the Greensand Ridge noted that Maulden had 30 of these, creating a subtle influence on the village’s 
appearance.  It identified the need for repair of the churchyard wall and the small building at the rear of the 
churchyard. 
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Table 2: Details of sites included in Historic Environment Record and shown on Map 4 
 

Number Feature 

220 Moat (site of), Limbersey 

221 Moat and earthworks of enclosures, Bolebec Farm.  Scheduled Monument 

578 Rectilinear enclosure cropmarks, north of New Road Farm 

754 Linear Earthwork 

918 Late Iron Age and Roman occupation, Ruxox Farm 

1178 Earthworks of medieval/post-medieval manor house site, north of Maulden Church 

1954 Clay pit 

2768 Possible medieval iron-working site 

2771 Prehistoric flint finds, Ruxox Farm 

2775 Iron age burial 

2946 Clay pit 

2960 Sand pit 

2961 Sand pit 

2962 Sand pit 

2963 Clophill windmill 

2967 Sand pit 

2968 Clay pit 

2969 Clay pit 

2970 Clay pit 

4445 Ridge and furrow, Maulden parish 

4925 Possible moat, The Grange 

6586 Sand pit, Snowshill 

6626 Site of windmill, Windmill Hill 

8931 St Mary’s parish churchyard 

8932 Baptist churchyard 

10120 Sand pit 

10122 Possible rabbit warren 

10125 Town Knowl 

13231 Montague Wood, ancient woodland 

13232 Maulden Wood, ancient woodland 

14745 Enclosure cropmarks near Maulden Church 

15278 Linear earthworks, north-west of King’s Farm 

16136 Holloway, east of Silsoe Road 

16645 Enclosure cropmark, east of South Limbersey Farm 

16995 Maulden medieval village 

17001 Green End medieval settlement 

 

 
 
5.3.1 Historic Environment Policy Recommendations: 
 
It is recommended that the following policies are incorporated into the Neighbourhood Plan: 
 

 Take account of assets of historic environment value, seek to protect them and their context 

 Raise awareness of the local historic environment and its importance 
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5.4 Open Space, Access and Recreation 
 
Map 5: Open space, access and recreation shows the positions of all open spaces and recreation sites 
within the parish.  Not all of them are freely accessible to the public but they all contribute to wider recreational 
opportunities and green infrastructure in general.  Table 3 lists the sites and describes their status in terms of 
accessibility to the general public.  To be considered publicly accessible, people must have access across the 
whole (or majority) of a site (and not be restricted to footpaths) and entry to the site must be free (although car 
parking can be charged for). 
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Table 3:  Open Spaces and Recreation Sites 

Site Name Publicly accessible? 

1 Maulden Wood and Pennyfather’s Hills SSSI Yes 

2 Maulden Heath and Grasslands SSSI/CWS No - although good views from public 
footpaths 

3 Maulden Church Meadow SSSI/LNR Part - northern part is the accessible 
Local Nature Reserve (LNR); 
southern part is privately owned but 
has public footpath through it 

4 Duck End Marshy Grassland CWS Part – southern part is the accessible 
Duck End Nature Reserve; northern 
part is private 

5 Moor Lane Allotments No – but paths through 

6 The Brache Recreation Ground and Play Area Yes 

7 Montague Wood CWS No 

8 Flit Valley CWS No – apart from Flitton Moor LNR just 
to the south of the parish boundary 

9 St Mary’s Churchyard Yes 

10 Village Hall Amenity Space Yes 

11 Eastern part of Cut-throat Meadow Nature Reserve 
 

Yes 

12 Land behind Cobbitt’s Road No 

13 Land off Limbersey Lane No 

14 Deadman’s Hill Lay-by island No 

15 Woodland Discovery Area, Working Woodlands 
Centre 

Yes 

16 Trilley Fields Play Area Yes 

17 Russell Crescent Amenity Space Yes 

18 Gardeners Close Play Area Yes 

19 George Street Amenity Space Yes 

20 King’s Road/Wingfield Road Amenity Space Yes 
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21 Becketts Close Amenity Space Yes 

22 Sandy Acres Amenity Space Yes 

23 Yew Walk Amenity Space* Yes 

24 Cherry Tree Way Amenity Space 1* Yes  

25 Cherry Tree Way Amenity Space 2* Yes  

26 Abbey Lane Sports Field Yes 

* Approved changes to the parish boundaries of Ampthill and Maulden in a recent Community Governance Review mean that these 

sites will be transferred to the parish of Ampthill in due course  

 

Consultation showed that the four most popular greenspaces were – 

 Maulden Wood (30% of respondents) 

 Duck End/allotments (25%) 

 Church Meadow and paths to north and east (13%) 

 Fields and paths between Flitwick Road and Ampthill (13%) 
 
Maulden Woods was also the most popular place of the children worked with at Maulden Lower School.  This 
was closely followed by The Rec. 
 
In terms of favourite walks, it was striking how well used Maulden’s public footpaths appear to be.  Just about 
every stretch was included in somebody’s favourite walk and 80% of respondents used them at least weekly. 
 
Favourite circular walks were –  

 Around/through Duck End and the allotments 

 Church Meadow, Maulden Wood, Green End and Old Farm 

 Through Maulden Woods 
 
 
5.4.1 Quantity of Greenspace 
 
As Map 5 shows, Maulden has a large number of green spaces.  These range from small amenity spaces and 
play areas within housing estates to large natural areas such as Maulden Wood.  Quite a large proportion of 
Maulden’s greenspace is also of high national importance for its biodiversity interest – and fragile.  It is always 
important to consider the impacts of recreation on important and fragile biodiversity and historic assets. 
 
The Central Bedfordshire Leisure Strategy (2014) gives area targets for the provision of different types of open 
spaces and states whether there is a surplus or deficit in the parish.  Within Maulden it is felt that there is a 
slight surplus of formal large recreation areas – however this is skewed by the fact that Ampthill’s Abbey Lane 
ground is actually within the parish of Maulden. If it is removed from Maulden’s provision then the parish has a 
deficit of formal large recreation space of 1.72ha.  The Leisure Strategy notes a large surplus of informal 
recreation areas, primarily due to the large area of Maulden Wood, however it is stressed that this is highly 
ecologically sensitive.  Provision of allotments is good and there is not unmet need, however provision of small 
amenity spaces and play areas is too low.   
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5.4.2 Assessing Accessibility 
 
It is important that everyone has access to greenspace for a wide range of reasons relating to health and 
wellbeing.  The simplest method of accessing the physical accessibility of a site is by drawing a catchment 
around it on a map to illustrate the area from which it can be reached within a specific travelling time.  In the 
parish/village context, the most appropriate method of travel is walking (or cycling) as distances are relatively 
small and it is not desirable to promote access by car for congestion and pollution reasons. 
 
An exercise carried out as part of this plan has been designed to take a basic snapshot of physical access 
across the parish and identify those areas where there are gaps in basic provision.  Map 5a: Access to 
Greenspace below takes the sites considered ‘accessible’ above and draws a 300m radius around them.  
300m (5 minute walk) has been selected as it is indicative of basic provision.  All accessible sites had a 
catchment mapped unless they were under 0.2ha (and therefore considered to be too small to be an effective 
greenspace). 
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As Map 5a illustrates, the general accessibility of greenspace is good for the majority of houses but there are 
significant gaps.  This is particularly the case in the centre of Maulden – the central section of George Street 
and the Knoll, and the nearby stretch of Ampthill Road are all more than a 5 minute walk from an accessible 
greenspace. 
 
A more complicated assessment involving the time and method of transport most likely to be used to reach 
each of the types of open space was carried out as part of the 2014 Central Bedfordshire Council Leisure 
Strategy.  It identified gaps in access to formal large recreation areas, particularly to the east of the parish.  
Also some minor gaps in access to small amenity spaces and, at the extreme ends of the settlement, to play 
areas.  Most residents were within the catchment of large informal recreation areas, although it was noted that 
access points to these can be limited, with little scope for increasing these due to the sensitive nature of the 
sites. 
 
In addition to accessible spaces, access routes connecting them to people, and with each other, are a critical 
element of the Green Infrastructure network, and can also form the basis of habitat or landscape corridors.  
Public Rights of Way (PRoW) are the most important element in providing access to open spaces, alongside 
permissive paths and other routes.  Non-PRoW can be more temporary, and while agreements vary in length 
they can be withdrawn and that access lost.  Therefore the focus here is on the PRoW. 
 
As Map 5 shows, Maulden is relatively well-served with public footpaths – however there are only one or two 
disconnected stretches of bridleway.  The Greensand Ridge Walk runs through the heart of the parish.  The 
John Bunyan Trail cuts across its south-west corner. 
 
 
5.4.3 Quality Assessment 
Quantity, distribution and accessibility are important elements of any assessment of green spaces, the other 
key component is quality.  Issues in a lack of green space can, to an extent, be offset by improving the quality 
and functionality of existing green spaces.  This is particularly important within settlements where the 
opportunities to create new green spaces may be limited by the availability and cost of land. 
 
The Central Bedfordshire Council Leisure Strategy (2014) notes that in Maulden there is scope to improve the 
quality of the two large formal recreation areas and that there are also some quality issues with the small 
amenity spaces and play areas. 
 
 
5.4.4 Local Green Space Assessment 
An assessment of all the green spaces identified within the parish was carried out as part of this GI plan.  This 
followed the methodology developed by local organisations with Central Bedfordshire Council, and is based on 
Government criteria. Full details are given in Appendix 2.  In Central Bedfordshire, Neighbourhood Plans are 
the key mechanism for designating sites as Local Green Spaces, a designation introduced through the 
National Planning Policy Framework (2011) as “a way to provide special protection against development for 
green areas of particular importance to local communities”. It is important to note that the Local Green Space 
designation should only be used: 
 

 Where the green space is in reasonably close proximity to the community it serves 

 Where the green area is demonstrably special to a local community and holds a particular local 
significance, for example because of its beauty, historic significance, recreational value (including as a 
playing field), tranquility or richness of its wildlife 

 Where the green area concerned is local in character and is not an extensive tract of land 
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The following are recommended as candidates for designation as Local Green Spaces through the 

Neighbourhood Plan: 

 

Table 4:  Candidate Local Green Spaces 

No. on 
Map 

Name 

2a, b & c Maulden Heath & Grasslands (non-SSSI areas) 

4 Duck End Marshy Grassland CWS 

5 Moor Lane allotments 

6 The Brache Recreation Ground & Play Area 

7 Montague Wood 

10 Village Hall Amenity Space 

11 Eastern part of Cut-throat Meadow NR 

12 Land behind Cobbitt’s Road 

13 Land off Limbersey Lane 

15 Woodland Discovery Area, WWC 

16 Trilley Fields Play Area 

18 Gardener’s Close Play Area 

22 Sandy Acres Amenity Space 

 
 
Appendix 2 also contains a map of each proposed LGS showing its outline, Map 5 shows the location of all 
green spaces and Map 6: GI Network and Projects below highlights the sites listed above.  
 
 
5.4.5 Open Space, Access and Recreation Policy Recommendations 
 
It is recommended that these policies are incorporated into the Neighbourhood Plan: 
 

 Create better family friendly cycle routes – particularly to Ampthill schools 

 Maintain and enhance the rights of way network 

 Protect and enhance the area around Moor Lane/Duck End Nature Reserve 

 Raise awareness of access routes and green spaces in parish 

 Improve ability to cross the A507 safely 

 Ensure any development results in additional accessible greenspaces, particularly in those 
areas where existing accessibility is poor and where such greenspaces would also help 
maintain open views, settlement identity and distinctiveness. 

 
 
 
 

6. Project Prioritisation 
 
A range of project or environmental improvement suggestions were made during the first round of consultation 
(see Appendix 1).  Eight projects were suggested by more than one person and were taken forward to the 
second round of consultation when people were asked to rank them according to their order of importance.  
The results of this are shown in Table 5. 
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Table 5: Results of project prioritisation 

Project Description Priority order in 
questionnaire 

Expand and buffer Duck End Nature Reserve to protect fragile habitats 1 

Maintain and improve the condition of Maulden’s network of rights of way 2 

Create new accessible greenspace east of Limbersey Lane, protecting views and 
access corridor 

3 

Off-road cycleway to Ampthill/Flitwick 4 

Create new accessible greenspace at the rear of Cobbitt’s Road 5 

Improve condition of paths in Maulden Wood 6 

Create a map showing the green spaces and footpaths/bridleways in the parish 7 

Crossings on A507 – access to/from Pine View Park, access to Flitton Moor/Flitwick 
Moor 

8 

 
The ranking scores did not show extreme values for any project suggesting that all eight have a reasonable 
level of community support. 
 
An Action Plan for taking forward these suggested projects is given in Appendix 3.  It is recommended that 
the Action Plan is reviewed annually and updated.  Completed projects will need to be removed and new 
projects can be added where it can be demonstrated the local community is supportive of them. 
 

 
7. The Maulden GI Network 
 
Map 6: GI Network and Projects has been developed by identifying the existing GI assets (green spaces, 
wildlife sites, access routes and historic sites) and illustrating these alongside the areas of opportunity for new 
GI (biodiversity opportunity areas, areas of greenspace deficit and linear access opportunities) to create a 
green infrastructure ‘network’ The aspirational areas are generally broad, to illustrate a general area of 
‘search’, and do not imply specific land use changes at a ‘field’ level.  It is very much a guide to show where 
enhancements and additions to the GI network would be of greatest benefit.  The specific sites 
recommended for designation as Local Green Spaces are also illustrated on Map 6. 
 
 
7.1 Green Infrastructure Policy Recommendation: 
 
The Maulden Green Infrastructure Network should be protected and enhanced, ensuring that any 
development taking place within or adjacent to the parish of Maulden does not prejudice this Network 
and makes an overall positive contribution to it. 
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Appendix 3 - Action Plan 
 

Rank Project Potential Project Lead Potential Project Partners Suggested Next Steps 
1 Expand and buffer Duck End 

Nature Reserve to protect fragile 
habitats 

 
Greensand Trust 

Maulden Charities 
Private Landowners 
CBC Farms Estate 
Maulden Parish Council 

Engage with landowners 
Make representations on planning 
applications 
Liaise with CBC Farms Estate & 
Planning 

2 Maintain and improve the 
condition of Maulden’s network 
of rights of way 

 
Maulden P3 Group 

Maulden Parish Council 
Central Bedfordshire Council 
Greensand Trust 

Carry out condition survey of network 
and identify priorities for maintenance  

3 Create new accessible 
greenspace east of Limbersey 
Lane, protecting views and 
access corridor 

 
Maulden Parish Council 

 
Landowner 

Monitor planning applications 
Engage with landowner 

4  
Off-road cycleway to 
Ampthill/Flitwick 

 
Greensand Trust 

Maulden Parish Council 
Ampthill & Flitwick Town Councils 
Central Bedfordshire Council 
(Highways) 
Sustrans 

 
Find out about funding for feasibility 
stage 

5 Create new accessible 
greenspace at the rear of 
Cobbitt’s Road 

 
Maulden Parish Council 

 
Landowners 

Monitor planning applications 
Engage with landowners 

6 Improve condition of paths in 
Maulden Wood 

Maulden Parish Council 
 

Forestry Commission 
Greensand Trust 
Central Bedfordshire Council 

Identify priority issues 

7 Create a map showing the green 
spaces and footpaths/bridleways 
in the parish 

 
Greensand Trust 

Maulden Parish Council 
Central Bedfordshire Council 

Discuss funding opportunities with PC 

8 Crossings on A507 – access 
to/from Pine View Park, access 
to Flitton Moor/Flitwick Moor 

 
Maulden Parish Council 

Maulden Parish Council 
Central Bedfordshire Council 
(Highways) 

Make request to CBC 
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